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Rationale for Establishing a Writers Group. 

Writing is something that everyone can do to some extent and students can be taught skills which 

can aid their fluency, authorial voice and functional skills through a supportive writing environment. 

My writing club is open to all who want to participate and is not limited to those who find writing 

easy. Students engage in the writing process and benefit from the constructive criticism which takes 

place in a warm and supportive, often laughter-filled respectful environment. 

Writing is a process and through the readings and discussions that take place, students evaluate the 

works, edit, and develop strategies for preparing their work for public view. Stories and poetry need 

to be given breath, to be shared and to engage the mind. The students’ process through drafting, 

sharing, editing, critiquing and polishing is more important than the final product. While the skills 

demonstrated in their work are measurable, it is the affective domain which benefits most 

significantly from membership of a dynamic writing community. It is through a sense of belonging 

that students learn that it is safe to take risks. Students learn self-efficacy, self-advocacy, self-esteem 

and social capital in order to navigate through complicated social relationships. While a large 

number of mainstream students form part of the group, the more marginalized independent 

thinkers find their tribe. Students gain confidence through not only reading their own work but from 

articulating and valuing their own opinions. They learn their strengths and weaknesses but are given 

strategies to apply in both a creative and human context. The students in my group refer to 

themselves as family and have built authentic relationships that dissolve the age divide. 

Writing is a tool for thinking and problem solving. It allows students to rehearse scenarios, engage 

emotions and experience adventures in a safe environment. Writers’ Club is a challenge by choice 

about whether they share what they write (but most choose to or choose to have another read their 

work). 

While writing is completed for a range of purposes, Writers’ Club is not a classroom context and such 

things as spelling and to some degree some writing conventions are not commented on. Members 

use technology to support them in terms of spelling.  

Order of the Gathering 

1. Afternoon tea 3.10-3.25 

Students bring food to share 

2. Tabula Rasa (Brain dump): 3.25-3.30  

Being given time to dump thoughts, words, rants and reason on the page stimulates thinking, 

clears the mind (Definition: Tabula rasa is a Latin phrase often translated as "blank slate" in 

English and originates from the Roman tabula or wax tablet used for notes, which was 

blanked by heating the wax and then smoothing it -Wikipedia). 

3. Presentation of stimulus 3.30- 3.45  
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The stimuli are often although not exclusively found on our designated website 

https://goo.gl/IUflHg or www.writetheworld.com. We occasionally have physical stimuli, 

excursions, speakers or small projects that work as emerging collaborations. 

4. Silent writing time 3.45- 4.15 

Writers work either in response to the stimulus or on an ongoing project. 
5. Shotgun Sharing and critiquing 4.15-5.00 (5pm seems to come too soon!) 

Students “shotgun” the order of sharing and put their names on the board. There are a few 

guidelines for sharing. These are; 

 All criticism must be constructive and about the work not the person 

 It must begin with what was enjoyed with reference to the text 

 The words “nice” and “good” are banned from the room  

 The audience must give their full attention to the speaker 

 When critiquing, the critic must suggest how the work might be improved 

 The writer does not have to make the changes. The buck rests with them 

Students love a real audience and learn as much about dramatic readings, public 

performance, self-confidence and the value of their own opinions and ideas. 

6. Tidy-up, lock-up and pick-up 5pm 

Requirements for running a writer’s Club 

1. A large room with a ream of paper, pens, whiteboard, computer, data projector and internet 

access. (I began with five students meeting for forty five minutes. The next week there were 

twenty five students meeting for two hours. Now I have fifty). 

2. A good sense of humour, passion for writing, patience, selective hearing and a willingness to 

nurture authentic relationships with students as co-creators. The facilitator’s role is not to 

teach but create an environment where the group feel safe and like a family, willing to 

engage with one another. Over time, participation must come as easily as breathing, 

allowing everyone to thrive.  

Rationale for Running a Writers’ Camp 

Writers’ Camp has proven to be a highlight of the Writers’ Club and is eagerly anticipated, 

particularly by those who have attended previous camps. Most students only experience a critical 

audience for their writing as teachers and parents help to support their responses to written 

assessment. Few ever have an audience who enjoy their words for simple pleasure. My intention for 

each camp, is to provide a venue for students to find their voice, draw upon the joy and liberation of 

words, while discovering and utilizing skills that can help make their work tighter. By creating an 

immersive world to focus the girl’s attention, they have a safe space to build their own stories while 

integrating and incorporating the characters contrived by each student attending. The students’ 

investment in their own characters and the constructed world gives authenticity to their words and 

while we include short skill based workshops, they are always delivered in role and contribute to the 

suspension of disbelief. Students share their stories and constructively critique one another. This 

year we created a sister school to Hogwarts and students had a hand in creating the back stories for 

each of the newly founded houses as well as their own characters. Unfortunately one of our long 

time members was unable to attend due to a nasty fall, but rather than allow her to miss out, we 

made her character the focus of the complication and she was gifted with the stories that her 

character is central to. You can read more on the MSM Writers’ Website https://goo.gl/IUflHg. 
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OVER TO YOU 

Step 1: Think, Pair, Share 

Brainstorm possible themes/contexts below. Consider what you are most passionate about and then 

extrapolate to include the things your students show interest in. Try to look outside the school 

context. 

     

 

 

 

 

Step 2: Mind-Map 

In pairs or small groups choose a theme and mind-map all of the ways you could use your chosen 

context to create an immersive experience. 

Consider the following: 

The size of the group so that roles (characters) are easily developed 

Venue for camp and how it can contribute to the immersive experience 

Costumes and props needed 

ESSENTIAL: Possible interventions you can develop to create the complication necessary to drive the 

writing  

Set pieces to window dress your venue 

The backstory/context for your theme. 

Gather a couple of trusty minions from your staff that have blue cards 

Themes 
for 

Camp

Genres

Elements 
of popular 

culture

Interest 
areas

Historical



MIND-MAP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Step 3: 

Make your booking after getting the various permissions from administration and complete the risk 

assessment documentation. 

Step 4: 

Organize information and permission letters. Models can be found on the website I created for you. 

Step 5: 

Search the internet for ideas and keep your eyes open. The more attention you give to detail the 

better it is. Involve the students in the preparation. They are normally become so invested that the 

quality of their contributions can’t be underestimated. I kept all of my magpie impersonations in a 

file in OneNote. Pinterest has heaps of ideas as do themed party directions. Your organizing idea can 

come from the most obscure places. 

 

 

Step 6:  

Create groups if you are able. By creating distinctive groups you are better able to allocate dorms, 

provide a focus and identity that can help build the rapport, sense of belonging and immersion. It 

also introduces a small degree of competition. I have three jars where I give house points for 

participation in the camp activities, the cleaning and catering roster and dorm decoration. I have 

never needed to take out house points!  

Step 7: 

Allocate a couple of evenings to making props etc. with your minions. My friends and I had three 

dinners where we’d eat, chat, build wands et al and it added to our enjoyment of the whole event. I 

built the booklets for each camp over the term preceding it and had them printed a week before the 

camp. 

 



Step 8: 

Go and check out the venue. Establish how you will use the facilities and consider what you will do in 

the case of inclement weather. I haven’t cancelled a camp because of rain even though one was 

quite waterlogged. The girls loved it and used it as part of the stimulus for their writing. 

 

Step 9: 

Make a checklist 

Task Notes/ Dates  Done 

Book Venue   

Write Permission Letters.  
*Include a sheet for medical details 
*Include dietary requirements and ensure that there 
are gluten free options available as well as avoiding 
any nut products 
*Make a master document with parent’s contact 
details 
*Make a sign in and sign out sheet 
 

  

Send Out Permission Letters   

Keep a Log of Deposits Make these due two weeks 
before you are due to pay it. 
Make sure that you include 
your own attendance as well 
as any helpers when you 
calculate the cost and spread 
it across the group. Include 
the costs of materials used in 
the creation of the props etc. 
unless these are in the 
department budget. Some 
venues give a free teacher for 
15 students attending. 

 

Follow-up Outstanding Money and collect the 
permission slips. 

  

Write and print booklets. We don’t use computers 
on camp. 

  



Decide on only a couple of warm up activities that 
lend themselves. The priority is to give students an 
extended amount of time to write and edit their 
work ready for sharing after dinner. 

Organize working bee with minions to create: 
Props 
Costumes 
Assemble folders 
Make posters 
Set pieces 
Build the camp’s itinerary 

I run my camps from 10 am 
Saturday morning to Sunday 
morning so that families have 
time together, homework gets 
done and the novelty doesn’t 
wane by being dragged out 
longer. 

 

Create character profiles and ensure students 
submit so that they can go on the wall. 

  

Confirm final numbers with the venue and meal 
times so that your itinerary and theirs matches! 

  

Allocate dorms   

Put all the materials into big plastic boxes to shift 
easily. 

  

Arrange early access to the venue, don’t assume it 
will be open 

  

Organise prizes and Certificates for the two runners 
up and winner, as well as for the student who best 
embodies the spirit of the camp. I also give a 
certificate and prize for the best delivery of a 
story/poem etc. Writers can have someone else read 
their work if they choose.  
 
I have two sets so that the middle year’s students 
have one set of winners as well as seniors. It also 
helps to continue the tradition and rite of passage 
that has inadvertently evolved with this group. 

  

Organise thank you gifts for your minions   

 
Add your own ideas: 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

Website for Teachers wanting to run camps https://goo.gl/IUflHg and my hub  which has materials for 

English, Religion and Mindfulness https://goo.gl/0SGR1O  

Mobile Number 0413339592 
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