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Curation, over-choice and decision 

fatigue 
 

Ironically, the people of the future may suffer 

not from an absence of choice, but from a 

paralyzing surfeit of it. They may turn out to be 

the victims of that peculiar super-industrial 

dilemma: ‘Overchoice’. 
(Alvin Toffler, Future Shock, 1970) 



Curation 

Titles published annually in Australia: 

 93,079 individual ISBNs in 2018 

 Only 67,364 of these had an ISBN that originated 
in Australia.  

 Publisher will often publish a book here using the 
same ISBN as overseas.   

 Figures include multiple editions of the same title 

 Some ISBNs only selling one or two copies 

 Captures any title with Latin characters 

 Mix of both trade and educational titles 
(Data: Nielsen Bookscan Australia: October 2019) 



Publishers: 

 

 

 



The Book Industry 

From the Neilsen Bookscan Australia Q3 Update (Up to Week ending 
the 7th of September) 

General book market down 

Children’s - +2.9% value 

Graphic Novels bucks the trend, growing +7.6% in value YTD. 

Pre-School & Picture Books drove growth in this sector, up +7.6% 
in value. Pig the Tourist (Aaron Blabey, Scholastic) took the country by 
storm.  

Children's & Young Adult Fiction managed +1.5% value growth 
with Young Dark Emu (Bruce Pascoe, Magabala Books) on top. 

Children's & Young Adult Fiction is in slight decline at -0.6% value, 
though has more titles selling over the 40k mark than last year. 

3 of the Top 10 titles YTD (up to the end of Q3) were Children's. 
For this period, after only 8 weeks of sale, The 117-Storey 
Treehouse (Andy Griffiths, Pan Macmillan) was already Number 2 
YTD. 

 

 

 

 

 



Top 10 titles YTD (up to the week 

ending 7th September 2019 
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AUSTRALIAN BOOK SALES 30/12/18 – 07/09/19 - YOUNG ADULT 
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What’s hot … Netflix 

Book to film – Netflix/Stan 

Dumplin, All the Boys I’ve Loved Before, 

Riverdale, Looking for Alaska, Five Feet Apart 

 

“Netflix is really affecting children’s publishing, not only in 

how much is being optioned and made, but also in how it’s 

influencing what people want in YA … I am seeing more 

requests for YA romance and YA romantic comedy than in 

years past, and I believe that is because of the success of 

To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before.” 

Ginger Clark, Curtis Brown Agency 

 

 

 



What’s hot …YA Thrillers 

 One YA trend that emerged at 2018 Bologna 

Children’s Book Fair was an uptick in teen 

thrillers 

 Fueled in part by the international success of 

Karen McManus’s novels One of Us Is Lying and 

Two Can Keep a Secret (Delacorte) and 

companion titles including All of  This Is True by 

Lygia Day Peñaflor (HarperTeen).  

 

 

 

 



What’s hot … Graphic Novels 



(Publisher’s Weekly Bookscan Data) 



SDG 

International Publishers Association has partnered 

with the UN to launch a book club for children ages 

6 to 12, focusing on books relating to the UN’s 17 

different sustainable development goals.  

The SDG Book Club will release a selection of new 

titles each month related to one of the goals, to be 

offered in the six official languages of the UN: Arabic, 

Chinese, English, French, Russian, and Spanish. 

 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sdgbookclub/ 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sdgbookclub/1archive/ 
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On the radar … Picture books 
All Bodies are Good Bodies – Charlotte Barkla 
(Jan: Hardie Grant Egmont) 

 

Coming Home to Country – Bronwyn Bancroft 
(Jan: Hardie Grant Egmont) – a quiet reflection from point of view of a girl who 

travels to her ancestor’s land and the connections she makes. 

 

Landing With Wings - Trace Balla 
(April: Allen & Unwin) - brings to life the Goldfields of central Victoria and includes Aboriginal words and customs used with permission from local 
Elders and the local land counci 

 

Who’s Your Real Mum – Bernadette Green; illus. Anna Zobel 
(April: Scribble) – real-life experiences from a two-mum family and the questions their children have faced. 

 

Dharma the Llama – Matt Cosgrove 
(Scholastic) – a strong female lead who loves to read and learn 

 

Your Birthday was the Best – Maggie Hutchings; illus.  Felicita Sala 
(Mar: Affirm) – a cockroach is having a great time at a birthday party until the vacuum cleaner appears 



On the radar … Early Readers 

The Besties – Felice Arena  

(Jan, May: Penguin Random House) 

 
Aussie Kids (8 characters, 8 stories, 8 authors and illustrators from 8 states) 

(Feb-May: Penguin Random House) 

 

 

 

 

What Zola Did on Monday – Melina Marchetta 

(Feb: Penguin Random House) – 7 book series depicting diversity – each book a day of the week in 

Zola’s life. 

 

 

 

 



On the radar … Early Readers 

Scary Mary and the Stripe Spell: Monty Island 1 - Emily Rodda, illustrated 

by Lucinda Gifford  

(April: Allen & Unwin) – follows a group of friends who live on a an island in a 

magical sea as they work together to keep the island safe. 

 

Evie and Pog – Tania McCartney 

(Jan: HarperCollins) – 6 year old Evie and her irresistible dog Pog. 

 

Edie’s Experiments1: How to Make Friends– Charlotte Barkla 
(Feb & July: Penguin Random House) - hilarious new series for ages 8 to 10 about Edie’s disastrous 

experiments as she tries to fit in at a new school. Edie’s Experiments will be particularly relevant 

to the Year 4 science curriculum, where students learn to identify investigable questions, make 

predictions, conduct investigations, record observations and communicate their findings 

 
 



On the radar … Junior Reads 
Nit Boy – Tristan Bancks 
(April: Penguin Random House) 

 

Toffle Towers #2 – Tim Harris 
(Jan: Penguin Random House) 

 

Wonder Quinn (working title) – by Kate Gordon.  

A lyrical gothic tale for younger readers. Spooky, beautiful and celebrating quirky loners everywhere, 
this will have a beautifully illustrated cover with internal art as well. 

(July: UQP) 

 

Monstrous Devices – Damien Love 
(May: Bloomsbury) - A cinematic and original page-turner for fans of Indiana Jones and Alex Rider. 

 

Tiger Heart – Penny Chrimes 

The magical tale of a bold young chimney sweep and a remarkable tiger, a 

dangerously hypnotic ruby and a mystical land that's found across an ocean 

and through a storm. 

(Jan: Hachette) 

 



On the radar … Junior Titles 

Wolf Girl #2 – Anh Do 

(Dec: Allen & Unwin) 

 

Stolen Prince of Cloudburst - Jaclyn Moriarty  

(Oct: Allen & Unwin) - An enchanting and whimsical spell-filled fantasy novel. 

 

Hollowpox:  The Hunt for Morrigan Crow – Jess Townsend 

(Feb: Hachette) 

 

Who Says Girl’s Can’t Fly – Sally Morgan and Ambelin Kwaymullina 

(Mar: Magabala) – a book about girl power in gentle affirmations and prose for young girls, tweens 

and teens. 

 

 



On the radar … Middle Reads 
As Fast as I Can - Penny Tangey  

A girl’s dream to go to the Olympics alongside a health issue that might stop her 
dreams in their tracks 

(May: UQP) 

 

The Theory of Hummingbirds 
(Jun: UQP) 

Follows the story of a girl who longs to run in the school cross-country (but has faced years 
of operations to turn her foot (which she’s named Cleo) the right way around. 

Girl of the Southern Sea - Michelle Kadarusman 
(UQP) 

Shortlisted for Premier’s Award in Canada and follows the fate of a smart and dirt poor 
Indonesian girl who longs to be a writer, but must overcome huge obstacles in order to do 
so. 

 

The Year the Maps Changed – Danielle Binks 
(May: Hachette) – coming of age set against the backdrop of Operation Safe Haven in 1999, where 
Australia welcomed 6,000 Kosovar Albanian refugees. 

 



On the Radar - Middle Reads 

The Austen Girls – Lucy Worsley 
(May: Bloomsbury) – from the point of view of Jane Austen’s nieces. 

 

 

Lighting Strike: E Boy 1- Anh Do, illustrated by Chris Wahl 
E Boy, 2020 series that features relatable characters fighting intense villains in break-
neck plots with themes revolving around technology and super-powers that will get 
even the most reluctant pre-teen and teen reader wanting to pick up a copy 

(?: Allen & Unwin) 

 

To Catch Me When I Fall - Barry Jonsberg 
Ashleigh and Aiden are thirteen-year-old twins who promise to always look out for 
each other. Aiden is more dedicated to the task than Ashleigh, but when it comes to 
matters of life and death, they both exhibit a fierce protectiveness that will change the 
course of their lives. 

(Nov: Allen & Unwin) 

 



On the radar … Young Adult 
One of Us is Next – Karen McManus 
(Jan: Penguin Random House) 

 

Haven Fall – Sarah Holland 
(Mar: Bloomsbury) - a thrilling 

contemporary fantasy series about the safe haven between worlds – and the girl 

sworn to protect it. 

 

The Vanishing Deep – Astrid Scholte 
(Mar: Allen & Unwin) - Two sisters. One dangerous secret. Twenty-four hours to  

uncover the truth. 

 

Deep Water - Sarah Epstein 

A suspenseful mystery set in a small Southern Highlands town about a boy who goes missing and 
the group of teenagers who know more than they are letting on. 

(April:  Allen & Unwin) 

 

Break the Fall – Jennifer Iacopelli 

Set in Tokyo Olympics. About a young gymnast trying to make it to the Olympics and her coach is 
arrested on grooming charges. 

(Feb: Hachette) 



On the radar … Young Adult 
Again, Again - E. Lockhart  
After a near-fatal family catastrophe and an unexpected romantic upheaval, Adelaide Buchwald 
finds herself catapulted into a summer of wild possibility, during which she will fall in and out 
of love a thousand times - while finally confronting the secrets she keeps, her ideas about love, 
and the weird grandiosity of the human mind. 

(Jun: Allen & Unwin) 

 

The Erasure Initiative - Lili Wilkinson – 
A girl wakes up on a self-driving bus. She has no memory. Her nametag reads 'CECILY'. The 
six other people on the bus are just like her: no memories, only nametags. There's a screen on 
each seatback that gives them instructions. A series of tests begin, with simulations projected 
onto the front window of the bus. The passengers must each choose an outcome; majority 
wins. But as the testing progresses, deadly secrets are revealed, and the stakes get higher and 
higher.  

(Aug: Allen & Unwin) 

 

The Left-Handed Booksellers of London - Garth Nix  
(Oct: Allen & Unwin) - Set in a pseudo-Renaissance where angels can be summoned (and controlled) by 
those with a talent for magic, this is an action-packed story of angels, heroes, gunpowder and high magic. 



On the radar … Non-Fiction 

 
Super Sporty Girls  

(March: Penguin Random House) 

 

Unlocking the Universe – Lucy and  

Stephen Hawking 

(Jan: Penguin RandomHouse) 

 

I Heart the World – Tania McCartney 

(Feb: Hardie Grant Travel) 

 

Respect: Consent, Boundaries and Being in Charge of 

 YOU – Rachel Brian 

(Jan: Hachette) 

 

 

 

 



Kid’s Reading Guide 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.kidsreadingguide.com.au/ 
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Contact Us … 

Schools Team 

Jen Boyle and Lisa Norman 

schools@riverbendbooks.com.au 

 

Pauline McLeod Children’s and Young 

Adult Specialist 

childrens@riverbendbooks.com.au 
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